
Woods New Faculty for School Year 2017-18 
What an impressive crew of teachers we have joining us for the upcoming school year! 

Here’s a brief introduction . . . 

 

 

Amber Bates     ~     E.C. Teacher  

My name is Amber Bates, and I am excited to return 

to Woods as a teacher! I graduated from Woods in 2012, 

and from there I went to Elon University where I majored 

in Special and Elementary Education. After graduating 

from Elon in 2016, I spent my first year teaching 

Kindergarten at Ephesus Elementary School. 

This year, I am looking forward to beginning my 

career as a special education teacher at Woods. My goals 

for this year are to help my students reach their highest potential and to create a 

classroom environment where every student feels welcome.  

When I am not teaching, I enjoy reading, writing, and traveling. Out of the few 

places I have been, Krakow, Poland has been my favorite, and I am hoping to return 

and explore the rest of Europe, and the world, in the future. 

I am excited to see what the 2017-2018 school year will bring! 

 

 

 

Robert Drakeford     ~     E.C. Teacher 

Greetings, I am looking forward to being a part of the 

Wood Charter School community for this upcoming school year. I 

have seven years of teaching experience, most recently in 

Charlotte, NC. I am a native of Chapel Hill and am excited about 

being back in this area to teach. I have a bachelor’s degree from 

Auburn University, and a Master’s Degree in Education from The 

University of Texas at San Antonio. I also enjoy reading, working 

out and spending time with my family.  

My outlook on education is that it is an empowering force 

that can enable and inspire individuals to do great things.  It is my goal to teach with 

passion and enthusiasm daily, along with helping to facilitate knowledge and growth 

within our student population.  

 

 



Hope Nolin     ~     4th Grade 

As a graduate from Elon University, I am absolutely 

thrilled to be at Woods Charter School this coming year! While 

North Carolina has been home to me for the past four years, I am 

originally from Clarendon Hills, Illinois – a small suburb outside 

of Chicago. I am a huge Cubs fan, an avid coffee drinker, and an 

animal lover. Also, I’m a triplet! I have a brother and a sister.  

 I graduated from Elon University in 2017 with a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Elementary Education. During my time there, I 

cultivated my passion for human development and cognition through a minor in 

psychology. In January 2016, I spent a term abroad in Malawi, Africa. I have been 

forever changed by my service in Malawi’s Namasimba Primary School. Teaching 

critical literacy skills to 12-year-old boys opened my eyes to a culture of education 

entirely different from our own. The paradoxes in Malawi are moving: joy versus 

heartache, abundance versus scarcity. Yet surprisingly, the heart of their educational 

system, both in its successes and trials, is not entirely unlike that which we experience 

in the United States. My time in Malawi prepared me to be a teacher that loves 

selflessly, perseveres boldly, and engages deeply.  

Likewise, as an educator I value curiosity, critical thinking, collaboration, and 

inquiry. My experience in the classroom begins as early as preschool and extends until 

sixth grade. Last year, I student taught 100+ fifth graders in the Alamance Burlington 

School System. The privilege of teaching fourth grade at Woods Charter School is truly 

a dream come true! The K-12 setting is a special place to foster long-term relationships 

with both students and families. I can’t wait to see all the growth and joy that this year 

brings. Go Wolves! 

 

 

Rachel Thomas-Levy     ~     MS/HS Theater 

I am so excited to share my knowledge of and passion for 

theatre with the students of Woods Charter School. I am a 

Pittsboro native and ‘06 Woods alumna: it feels like coming home 

to join the faculty here.  

A year ago, I earned an M.F.A. in Theatre Arts from 

Towson University, MD. I have five plus years of experience 

working with non-profit theatre companies in the Asheville area 

and have worked as an actor, director, devisor, and facilitator. I 

believe that open, honest collaboration in the classroom (and the 

rehearsal room) leads to the most empowering and imaginative theatrical experiences.  

I am an avid collector of knick-knacks and secondhand objects, and I often use 

these finds in the classroom as inspiration for sketches, improvisations, and 



performances. I look forward to embarking on many creative adventures with the 

students at Woods Charter School. Cheers! 

 

 

Taylor Transue     ~      1st Grade  

My name is Taylor Transue. I am the mother of two great 

girls- Ellie and Lucy Poitras. I love being a mom and I love doing 

lots of activities with my girls. We like to run, ride bikes, swim, 

play sports, and spend lots of time outside! We have a funny dog 

named Honey Jane, 6 pet hens, and two pet rabbits. I look 

forward to sharing funny stories with my class about the antics of 

our crazy pets! 

I have been teaching for a long time! I started out teaching 

lacrosse and soccer as a coach when I was a freshman at UNC- 

Chapel Hill. Throughout college, I was a coach and continued to coach a variety of 

sports and youth activities over the past 23 years. I have taught adults as a personal 

trainer and I have taught students in elementary, middle, and high school. I have taught 

at Chapel Hill High, Durham Academy, and Perry Harrison Elementary. I have been 

both a classroom teacher and a PE teacher. My licensure is in Special Education and 

general elementary education. 

     I am excited to join the Woods faculty! The more I learn, the more I know that there 

is much more to learn! I love the ideas represented in the 21st Century Classroom. I 

hope to bring a strong sense of collaboration and project based learning into the 

classroom. I am very excited about learning how other teachers in Woods like to include 

PBL with curriculum to help students not only stay engaged in their learning, but also 

to recognize the value of their learning and the real world application that it has for 

them both in the present and as they consider their future. I whole-heartedly support 

teaching self-regulation and helping students to see their potential, power, and 

strengths. I have loved the support and kindness that Woods has already offered to me 

and I can’t wait to extend that same feeling in my classroom. 

 

 

Ursula Valgus     ~     1st Grade 

My educational journey began in the foothills of North 

Carolina where I was born in Morganton and raised in Hickory.  

Several of my extended family members were educators and I 

enjoyed mimicking their profession.  During the endless summers, 

I would transform small patches in the woods or shady spots near 

the creek into my classroom and recruit my younger siblings and 

cousins to come and join. Using leftover workbooks from our 



elementary school, favorite picture books from my bedroom, and manipulatives 

collected around the house, we would play school for as long as the "students" were 

willing or until a game of basketball beckoned.   

During my undergraduate experience at UNC-Asheville, I had the opportunity 

as a scholarship athlete to speak to and meet with students at local elementary schools.  

During this time with the Bulldog Buddy Program, I mentored a little girl that made a 

lasting impression as she solidified my desire to pursue a degree in Education.  With a 

Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Elementary Education, I began to hone my craft as 

an elementary classroom teacher in Catawba County Schools while coaching at the high 

school varsity and club level.  Eventually, I moved to Chapel Hill to further my 

education.  While teaching 4th grade in the Chapel Hill - Carrboro City Schools, I 

graduated with a Master’s in Education in K-12 Literacy from UNC-Chapel Hill, 

received Licensure as a Reading Specialist, and earned a National Board Certification.  

In considering my next endeavor in my professional journey, I envisioned 

engaging in a vibrant school community where students are active participants in the 

learning process, parents are partners in their child’s educational journey, teachers are 

professionals afforded the opportunity to engage students in a variety of instructional 

approaches, and administrators are visionaries who facilitate practices leading to 

continued growth. I have observed and experienced these characteristics at Woods 

Charter School and am excited about being an integral part of this dynamic team.  

 

 

Carmen Wood     ~     ES P.E. 

I have been on quite a journey 

being led by my heart and my spirit. I 

graduated from UNC Chapel Hill and 

shortly after began coaching and 

substitute teaching at Woods. I have 

been coaching basketball, volleyball, 

and recently soccer. Basketball has 

shown me many places around the United States as well as internationally! It has also 

allowed me to meet so many wonderful people and create bonds that will last a 

lifetime. 

I am at Woods because it provides an open experience for growth in all areas and 

for all who come into its atmosphere. Each day I am surrounded by staff who bounce 

ideas around, students who support one another, and athletes who see sport beyond 

competition. I want to continue to grow as well as utilize my position as PE teacher to 



help my students grow physically, mentally, and socially. My goal is to guide them into 

being well-rounded individuals for the future. 

 

 

Elizabeth Wood     ~     7th/8th Grade Social Studies 

It may surprise you to know that I once flew an F-18 

Super Hornet jet. No, not really, I just always dreamed of 

becoming a fighter pilot in the Navy since the first time my 

father took me to an airshow. I have an adventurous side that 

propels me to always want to try new things. This drive has 

allowed me to develop many different passions in life. I 

believe it is possible to dream big and become passionate 

about many things along the way. 

  I grew up in Miami, Florida with my very large Cuban family. Growing up, I 

developed a passion for cooking, for being the University of Miami’s biggest football 

fan, and for playing soccer. My skills as a soccer player are what took me to 

Appalachian State University in Boone, North Carolina. There I developed a passion for 

the outdoors. I fell in love with the mountains where I could go on long hikes, camp, 

and play beneath waterfalls. I learned how to snowboard and discovered that I had a 

hidden talent. My hidden talent is what drove me to major in Hospitality Management. 

I have a knack for planning and organizing things and an overwhelming desire to be 

hospitable. My career as an event planner allowed me to travel and take on new 

adventures. 

   Throughout my travels, I developed a love for history. Considering the fact that I 

come from a long line of teachers, it seemed inevitable that I would soon change 

careers. Combined with passion for travel and a love for history, the organizer/planner 

in me led me into teaching Social Studies. I have been a Middle School teacher for 11 

years. In those 11 years, I have developed a passion for photography and art and you 

may find me doodling from time to time. Perhaps my biggest love and passion has been 

raising my beautiful 10 year old daughter, Isabel who will be joining me here in this 

new adventure as well. Here at Woods Charter, I hope to continue to develop more 

passions in my life and to inspire my students to discover and develop theirs.  


